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A Scoping Review of Healthcare Access Barriers
among Women in Invisible Populations:
Implications for Address-Unknown Women

under South Korea's Resident Registration System
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This study examines the health behaviors and healthcare accessibility of address-unknown women under
South Korea’s Resident Registration Act. Using the JBI methodology, a scoping review was conducted on
13 international studies regarding healthcare accessibility among invisible female populations. Results
revealed that these populations experience multifaceted barriers, including complex administrative
procedures, medical costs, limited cultural competence among providers, low health literacy, social stigma,
budget cuts, and statistical exclusion. From an intersectional perspective, this study highlights how housing
insecurity, lack of legal status, and gender wvulnerability overlap. Together, these factors expose
address-unknown women to deep-seated structural stigma and violence. Consequently, this study proposes
policy directions such as decoupling health rights from residence-based citizenship, establishing access to
primary public healthcare and mental health services, utilizing provisional identification —systems,
strengthening multicultural competence, promoting proactive service delivery, fostering civil society

solidarity, and developing foundational data infrastructures
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