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Oh, Subin. 2025. The Metaphor of Joumey in the Inaugural Addresses of South
Korean Presidents and Its Historical Implications. Sign Languages and Linguistics
Convergence Research, 2(1), 1-16. This study examines the conceptual metaphor
“Politics is a journey” in the inaugural addresses of South Korean presidents
from Kim Young-sam (1993) to Lee Jae-myung (2025). Using a cognitive
linguistics framework, the study analyzes how this metaphor is utilized to
shape political discourse within the specific context of presidential inaugurations,
which are symbolic and performative texts that outline national visions and
policy directions. The metaphor of “politics as a journey” is explored through its
key elements— ‘traveler’ (the political subjects: the president, the nation, and
the people), ‘destination’ (political goals), ‘path’ (policies and strategies), ‘obstacles’
(issues and crises), and ‘movement’ (progress and reform). Findings reveal that
while the metaphor remains consistent, it is dynamically recontextualized to reflect
the unique political and social challenges of each era. This study demonstrates
how metaphors effectively frame complex political agendas and national goals,

offering both persuasive and strategic tools in political communication.

Key Words: Conceptual Metaphor, Political Discourse, Cognitive Linguistics,
Presidential Inaugurations, Political Communication
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