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Spread of Publication of the Literary Collection

by Wood-block printing in the Late of Joseon Dynasty
- Centered on wooden blocks for printing housed in KSAC -
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to examine how the cultural aspects of the publication of literary collections
have been changed from its time throughout the entire Joseon Dynasty. At the royal court in the early Joseon
Dynasty, the need for publication of the literary collections has consistently arisen to preserve writings
of the noted sages, and the Joseon government was also taking the lead and promoting the publication of
the literary collections. From the 16th to the early 18th century, the publication was intensively made at
the local governments led by local governors. From the 17th to the early to middle of the 18th century,
the finances of local governments were limited with the changed taxation system, and there had been a
dramatic decrease in the number of literary publication projects. On the other hand, with the sudden increase
of the number of Seowons during the reign of King Sukjong, the focus of the literary publication was moved
to Seowon from the 18th to the 19th century. After the enforcement of the Seowon Abolition Decree, the
collections were still published at Seowons, however from the end of 19th century, the publication of literary
collections had been explosively made by aristocrats who did not belong to the institution of Seowon or
could not receive Seowon's support, which spreaded over the entire Yangban culture.

Keywords: Blocks for printing, Books of wood—block printing, Literary collection, Local governor, Seowon

(private academy), Publication
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