42 3D ZelE) o84 A A
vl S Sl SR

An Analysis of 3D Printer Use Policies with a Focus on the Best Practices
of Libraries in the United States
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ABSTRACT

Libraries both in South Korea and abroad have been adopting 3D printers and related service. This indicates
the need for documented 3D printer use policy to facilitate the service. This study investigates 3D printer
use policies of libraries in Korea and best practices of the United States, and suggests contents for 3D printer
use policies in Korea. The finding shows that Korean libraries with 3D printers did not have systematic and
documented 3D printer use policies. After conducting content analysis of 16 best practices of 3D printer use
policies from libraries in the United States, the authors identified five themes (purpose, users, procedures,
limitations of use, and liability) and 21 sub—themes. The findings are informative for Korean libraries to develop
3D printer use policies and to understand various considerations in implementing 3D printer services.

Keywords: 3D printer, Public library, Academic library, Makerspace, Use policy
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