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A Study on the Acceptance and Controversy of Word Library in Korea:
Focusing on the Busan Library of the Nihon Kodo-kai
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ABSTRACT : The history of modern libraries in Korea is less than 150 years. Nevertheless, there are various
issues about when the word library appeared, how it was transformed, and the name and overall appearance
of the library opened by the Busanpo branch of the Nihon Kodo-kai during the enlightenment period.
Therefore, this study analyzed and argued many issues. As a result, it was found that the word library
appeared in poetry collections, tombstones, and diaries from the early Joseon dynasty. Although it was
widely held that the library was first introduced by Yu Gil-jun’s "Seoyugyeonmun, 1895, it appeared in
Lee Hun-young's "isajipryak, and was also introduced in "Hanseongsunbo, 1884,. And the first name given
to the facility was Kodo library, which was opened by the Busanpo branch on October 10, 1901. Book club,
reading club (library), Busan(Busan district) library, Kodo bookstore, Kodokai library, etc. which are described
in many documents are all errors. The location of the library was a temporary house on a leased site
in Seosanhajeong of Yongdusan mountain. And it is presumed that it has secured about one room and
1,000 Japanese and Western books, and provided fee-based services to Japanese residents. Although the
Kodo library is not the first public library established by a Korean, it is undeniable that it was the first
public library to exist in Korea. Therefore, when defining the character of the Kodo library, it is necessary
to have a coolness and discernment beyond national emotions, historical conflicts, and ideological frames.

KEYWORDS : Word Library, Public Library, Kodo Library, Busan Branch of Japanese Hongdohoe,
Seoyugyeonmun
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