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A Study on the Characteristics of the Spatial Distribution and the Disparities
in the Provision of Public Libraries in Busan
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ABSTRACT : Public library usage is closely related to the accessibility to library facilities.
Therefore, public library planning and development authorities should consider the policies
for improving the library accessibility of community, for releasing disparities of the spatial
accessibility and for increasing location efficiency of public libraries. In this regard, this study
strives to analyze the spatial distribution of public libraries in Busan and to derive the regions
that lack public libraries by identifying main characteristics using geographical information
systems (GIS): identify the blind spot for public library service, analyze the hot and cold spot
for the supply of libraries, and identify the vulnerable areas of library based on population
density. The result of the study will contribute to understand the spatial distribution of public
libraries in Busan and to prioritize sites where public library should be constructed in order
to improve the accessibility to public library services.

KEYWORDS : Public Libraries, Spatial Distribution, Spatial Accessibility, Range of Services, GIS
Analysis, Buffering Analysis, Location Quotients
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