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The Mediating Effects of Rejection Sensitivity on
Longitudinal Causal Relationships between

Negative Parenting Attitude and Covert Narcissism

Woo-ram, Park Sang-Hwang Hong
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Chinju National University of Education

The purpose of this study is to investigate the mediating effects of rejection sensitivity on longitudinal
causal relationships between negative parenting attitude on the children and covert narcissism. For this
study, data was collected from 552 elementary school students in the fifth and sixth grades in
Gyeongsangnam-do by researching the measure of parenting attitude, rejection sensitivity and covert
narcissism in twice. The conclusion of this study is summarized as follows. First, The children who
recognize parenting attitude more negatively in the first research express higher rejection sensitivity and
covert narcissism in the second research. In addition, the children who have a high level of rejection
sensitivity in the first and second research display a high level of covert narcissism in both researches.
Second, the correlation coefficient between variables demonstrated the positive relationship among negative
parenting attitude, rejection sensitivity and covert narcissism. And Rejection sensitivity became evident to
have the mediation effects in both data of cross-sectional research and seven-month intervals in the first
research. This not only means that negative parenting attitude conducted in the first research is more
effective in predicting covert narcissism in the second, but also that rejection sensitivity in the first and
second research is more effective in predicting covert narcissism. This suggests that children's development
of rejection sensitivity can be a precedence factor for developing covert narcissism. The results were

compared with previous studies and the implication and limitation were discussed.
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